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Gisborne," There is another celebrated poem, written
during the early part of the stay at Pisa, which should be
mentioned here, though not published till late in the
same year, This is " The Sensitive Plant," said to
have been suggested by the numerous flowers which
turned the Pisan residence of Mary and himself into a
haunt of spring. The same yearning for the ideal
beauty which is the mainspring of some of Shelley's
finest poems animates this exquisite lyric. It is not,
perhaps, well understood of many, but it is ever fervently
admired even where the reader, swallow-like, skims but
the surface and catches only vague fleeting glimpses of
what the shadow-depths withhold,

There is, so far as I remember, no record in biogra-
phical literature of three or four years so filled with varied
poetic production of the noblest kind as that which any
writer upon Shelley has to refer to in the chronicle of the
period comprised within 1819-1822, Like his own sky-
lark, he seemed throughout these years to have lived
but to give impassioned utterance to "profuse strains
of unpremeditated art," That, however, if he sang with*
out stint, he also jealously revised all he wrote is within
our knowledge.

The year 1820 was one of national ferment throughout
the southern Latin races, In the early months an. insur-
rection broke out in Spain owing to the tyranny under
which the people travailed, and the revolutionary cause
triumphed at Madrid! in the autumn the Neapolitans
rose against the hated and worthless Bourbon dynasty.
Throughout Europe a thrill of sympathy united all who
worshipped at tile,shrine of liberty, Naturally these matters worse, a former servant, Paolo, whond, which places 'Prometheus' clearly, instead
